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PROCEEDINGS AND PAPEES. 



Quarterly General Meeting, held at the Society's Apartments, 
William-street, Kilkenny, on Wednesday, October 9th, 1867. 

The Rev. C. A. Vignoles, in the Chair. 

The following new members were elected: — 

Major-General John St. George, C. B., R. A., Director-General 
of Ordnance, 17, Rutland-gate, London, S.W. ; proposed by Major 
St. George. 

Rev. J. Gray Porter, Sackville-street Club, Dublin : proposed 
by the Rev. J. Graves. 

James Dolan, Esq., Gaulstown, Dunleer : proposed by Sir J. 
Robinson, Bart. 

George Oliver Webb, Esq., J. P., Webbsborough, Castleco- 
mer: proposed by Mr. Prim. 

C. O'Keeffe Lanigan, Esq., Barrister-at-law : proposed by 
W. L. Hackett, Esq. 

Robert J. Robertson, Esq., Barrister-at-law, Kildare-street, 
Dublin : proposed by C. H. Foot, Esq. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks voted 
to the donors : 

By the Rev. R. Deverell, on the part of Mr. Frederick Grome, 
6, Charleville-road, Rathmines : two encaustic flooring tiles, from 
the Abbey of Great Connell, Co. Kildare. 

By Mr. J. Mervyn Byrne, Webbsborough : an ancient iron 
key, of uncommon form, and part of a metal buckle of curious 
workmanship, the former turned up within a lew yards of the site 
of the old Castle of Ballinrinka — the ancient name of Webbs- 
borough ; and the latter found in a field in the townland of Crossy- 
Brennan (orBrennan's Cross), on the spot where, according to local 
tradition, the sept of the Brennans, in olden times, fought a bloody 
battle, but whether against the Sassenach or among themselves did 
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not seem to be remembered. Also a silver sixpence of Charles II., 
accidentally received by him in change. 

By Barry Hyde, P]sq., Head Manager of the National Bank, 
Liverpool : some specimens of modern " ring money," to illustrate, 
by comparison, some of the ancient objects of that class in the 
Society's Museum. Those now presented, Mr. Hyde observed, were 
worn as ornaments,as wellasusedtorepresentmoney, at Bonny, West 
coast of Africa ; whilst at Lagos cowries were used for the same pur- 
pose. The composition was a mixture of brass and copper, and they 
were much of one size and weight, and differed only slightly in shape. 

By Thomas R. Lane, Esq., St. Finbar's, Cork: several very 
interesting photographic views, taken by himself in Kilkenny, 
during the last summer. They included views of St. Canice's 
Cathedral, the Castle, St. John's Bridge, the Tholsel, Shee's old 
house, High-street, a group of the sculptured stones of Romanesque 
character, belonging to the more ancient church of St. Canice of 
Kilkenny, destroyed in the building of the present Cathedral, which 
had been discovered, during the late restorations, used promiscuously 
as ordinary building materials in the present structure. 

By the Rev. N. R. Brunskill : a groat of Queen Elizabeth, 
found nearBurnchurch. 

By Mr. John S. O'Brien, Mullinahone : a copper farthing of 
Queen Anne (date 1711)— one of those coins vulgarly and falsely 
supposed to be of such immense value, but, nevertheless, tolerably 
rare. 

By Mr. Bettesworth Lawless : the Irish sixpence of James I., 
which he had exhibited at the last meeting of the Society. 

By Mr. Prim: a specimen of the curious metal castings found so 
frequently in Kilkenny city and county, and concerning the origin 
or use of which, although obviously of rather modern workmanship, 
nothing had yet been discovered. The present specimen repre- 
sented a Highlander, in full costume, and thus differed in design 
from any of those previously placed in the Museum. Mr. Prim 
said he bought it from a local dealer, who stated that he had 
obtained it from a countrywoman, who told him that it had been 
turned up by the plough near the city. 

By Mr. T. W. Kershaw, Kilmoganny: a number of silver 
and copper coins — amongst the former a penny of Edward L 
struck at Canterbury, a sixpence of Elizabeth, and a groat of 
Charles II. ; amongst the latter were several eighteenth century 
Tradesmen's Tokens. 

The Rev. J. Graves, Hon. Sec, laid before the meeting a letter 
received from the Secretary of the Executive Committee of the 
National Exhibition of Works of Art to be held at Leeds next 
year, asking that a loan might be given them, on an undertaking 
for sale return, of any objects in the Museum of the Kilkenny 
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Archaeological Society, suitable to complete the collection which 
they intend to form temporarily next year at Leeds, of objects in 
the Celtic, Anglo-Saxon, Romanesque, Mediaeval, and Renaissance 
styles, so as to aiford the public an impressive idea of the state of 
art during each of those epochs. If their request was granted, Mr. 
Chaffers, the superintendent of that department, would be happy to 
visit and select for the purpose. 

On the motion of Major St. George, it was resolved that Mr. 
Chaffers should have access to the Museum for the purpose pro- 
posed. 

Mr. Graves said that,nodoubt,thememberswere aware, from the 
notices of the matter in the newspapers, that the north-east turret of 
the belfry tower of Jerpoint Abbey had been struck by lightning dur- 
ing the thunder storm of the 13 th of last August. The injury done was 
not atallsoseriousasmighthavebeen expected from such a visitation, 
but the pinnacles and portion of the parapet of that turret had been 
thrown down. He had met Mr. Blake — the nearest resident mem- 
ber of their Committee, and from whom he had the first intimation 
of what had occurred — at the Abbey a couple of days after ; and 
upon a careful inspection of the injury done, they resolved that it 
was necessary to take proper precautions against the wall being 
sapped by the weather beating on the ruined part, but that it 
would be useless to attempt to rebuild the parapet which had been 
injured, as it should be a bit of new building which would not har- 
monise with the whole. Mr. Blake having kindly undertaken to 
superintend the work, he (Mr. Graves), had taken upon himself to 
guarantee the repayment to him by the Society of the sum neces- 
sary to be expended for the purpose. He had since received the 
following very satisfactory announcement from that gentleman : — 

3 1 St August, 1867. 
" Rev. and Dear Sir, — I have had everything done for the preserva- 
tion of the turret, which was lately struck by lightning, at Jerpoint 
Abbey. All the cracks and breaches made by the shock are completely 
stopped with finely tempered mortar. I was particular in going to the 
Abbey and superintending the work, to ensure that it would be properly 
done, and with safety to the persons I had employed. I assure you I felt 
great ease of mind when I had the work done, and got my men safe again 
on honest mother earth, for the footway on the walls is very slippery, 
from the slimy moss growing on the flags. The expense of this small 
affair has been so trifling that you must not think it a generous act for 
me to make no charge to the Archaeological Society. 
" Believe me to remain, 

" Very faithfully yours, 

"James S. Blake." 

He (Mr. Graves), felt assured that the members present would 
express their gratitude to Mr. Blake for his zeal and liberality in 
the matter. 
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On the motion of Mr. Bracken, C. I , it was unanimously 
resolved that a vote of thanks should be given to Mr. Blake for his 
zeal and liberal services towards the repair of the abbey. 

Mr. Kobertson exhibited a very interesting and curious ancient 
bronze medal, having on one side the bust of a figure, in very high 
relief, and on the reverse an inscription in characters which were 
quite strange to all who examined it. Mr. Robertson said it had 
been found by the Kev. E. Walsh, P.P., Mooncoin, in digging the 
foundations for a new church there, and had been entrusted to him 
by the Rev. gentleman, in order to his discovering, if possible, to 
what age and country it belonged. He had communicated with 
Mr. Lindsay, of Cork, the well-known numismatist, but his answer 
was: — 

" The coin or medal is a very singular one, but I am sorry to say I 
am unable to give you much information relative to it, not being 
acquainted with the characters on the reverse, which bear considerable 
resemblence to the Cufic ; but the obverse, which bears a head, would 
alone be sufficient to show that we must look for an interpretation to 
some other alphabet." 

Mr. Saintbill, of Cork, no mean authority in numismatic 
matters, had been also applied to, whose reply was : — 

"As far as I may venture to express an opinion on it, not having 
seen or read of anything resembling it, I think it is a medal, cast, not 
struck, in a steel die, and represents, most probably, some Oriental per- 
sonage, civil or clerical, with an inscription in the language of the country 
in which it was fabricated, we may presume giving the name of the person 
whose bust is on the other side. I have not seen the characters on any 
Oriental coinage. . . . The medal is Christian, the Khoran forbidding 
portraits, and that on the reverse seems clerical." 

Mr. Saintbill had further suggested that the medal ought to be 
sent for identification, if possible, to the Medal-room at the British 
Museum, or to the College of the Propaganda at Rome ; but Mr. 
Kobertson said he had no authority to retain it longer than for 
exhibition at this meeting of the Society. Some Hebrew scholars 
had informed him that a couple of the characters in the inscription 
resembled Hebrew letters. 

Mr. Graves suggested that there was an appearance of sou>e- 
thing resembling the cornu ammonis on the head of the figure, in 
which case it should belong to pagan art ; but the appearance to 
which he alluded might be referrible to the arrangement of the 
hair, and the head had very much the appearance of that of a Chris- 
tian ecclesiastic. 

Mr. Robertson also exhibited a bronze pin from his own collec- 
tion, with a curiously ornamented head, which seemed to be unique. 
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The fiev. Newport B. White, Glasson, Athlone, communi- 
cated the fact that, about two years since, a young man in his 
neighbourhood, fishing in the Auburn lake, near the ruins of the 
Abbey of Kilkenny- West, found an ancient bell, made of a single 
sheet of iron, riveted at the sides, and covered with bronze, into 
which it had been dipped. It was of the square shape : 2 feet 3 
inches round the mouth, 5 inches at the top, and 10 inches in 
height. When found, the tongue was gone, but the place for it, 
and the handle, were perfect ; both, however, were since broken 
off by the finder, to make it more handy for holding bait ! How- 
ever, since using it thus, the finder was disposed to value it more, 
as he had arrived at the conclusion that it was the bell belonging 
to the old abbey, for which, he says, there has been a search for 
the last two centuries. The bronze coating had nearly all fallen 
off, but some patches remained still attached to the bell. 

Mr. Samuel Shaw, of Andover, England, communicated the 
circumstances of a fine gold penannular ring, similar to those fre- 
quently found in Ireland, having been turned up near Andover not 
long since. It weighed 203 grains, and was now in his posses- 
sion. 

Mr. Lecky, Ballykealy, county of Carlow, wrote to the Rev. 
Mr. Graves, referring to the account of the discoveries made in 
1853 of a number of tine fictile urns in the course of the explora- 
tion of Pagan cists at Ballon Hill, on his property — a full account 
of which was given by Mr. Graves in the Society's " Transactions" at 
the time, with numerous illustrations. Mr. Lecky now mentioned 
that, since his return from the South of Europe in July last, he 
had some fresh excavations made in the Ballon cemetery, and he had 
found several cists, and some even of a smaller size than those found 
in 1853, but in all were discovered only the remains of burned bones, 
deposited without any vessel to contain them. He suggested that 
these were probably the cists or burial places of poorer persons 
than those for whom the urns had been placed. He supplied 
details of the construction of the cists as follows : — 

" Though rude, these cists were carefully and perfectly closed, and 
well secured with a cover-stone; they were irregular in form, approach- 
mg to a round or oval, as the form and shape of the stones suited. There 
is not any instance of a tool having been used on any of the stones em- 
ployed. These cists are 18 inches, or 2 feet, or so, in diameter. In 
these diggings I found two or three sunken pits, where they had burnt 
the bodies. There was a quantity of charcoal about the place, and marks 
of fire on the stones still visible. On one or two of the cover-stones of 
the cists the traces of fire were strongly marked on one side. They 
probably had been made use of at the fire where the bodies were burnt, 
and afterwards used for cover-stones of the cists. 
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" These, possibly, as already observed, may have been the cists of 
poorer individuals — being ruder in their formation and smaller than 
those on other parts of the Hill, and the remains of the burnt bones being 
deposited in the cists without urns — possibly, to avoid expense and 
trouble. If this be so, the burning the body (which was itself a 
troublesome process) was probably either a religious rite or an invariable 
custom. 

" Two of these cists I have had removed from the Hill to the grounds 
near the house here, and fixed in the same position in which they were 
on the Hill. I had every stone of each accurately numbered and marked, 
so that they are now exactly in the position and form in which they 
originally were placed — the sides, cover-stones, directions as to the 
points of the compass, and all ; and I have had the bones and charcoal 
found in each carefully re-deposited in them. One very long one 
on the Hill (in which was found two urns) I have had restored exactly 
as it was, and in the same spot. So that antiquarians now — or in 
future years — can see three examples of the cists precisely as they 
were in every respect. In the library there are preserved the urns, 
with the bones and the charcoal (made by the wood that burnt the 
bodies), as fresh looking as if made yesterday; the fractures show- 
ing sharp angles, and the texture unimpaired by time, and black, and 
shining — showing a wonderful example of the preserving quality of 
charcoal. Anything that carries one back to such very remote antiquity 
becomes highly interesting ; and these remains may probably be (as 
Petrie thought them) of an age prior to the Christian era. 

" It is not foreign to this interesting subject to remember that the 
old people have a tradition of there having been a circle of stones on a 
part of the Hill — 'upright, and in a large circle.' They say that these 
were taken away from time to time for building and other purposes. 
And on the part of the Hill which their tradition marks out for this, 
have been found the best cists and the best urns. Their tradition also 
tells that, in times ' gone by,' individuals have found as many as up to 
fourteen urns in a day, which they broke and threw away as useless, 
when they found that there was neither money nor treasure therein, so 
that it is now very difficult to find urns or any remains." 

The Rev. Mr. Graves read the following letter from Lord 
Gort, having reference to a note on the Kildare Rent-Roll, Vol. V., 
new series, p. 518, explanatory of the suggestion there implied that 
the Earls of Kildare were head lords of the Cogan estate : — 

" I see that the possession of the advowson of Beauver is thought to 
imply that the Earls of Kildare were head lords of the Cogan estate 
there. This requires explanation. 

"In 1206, King John granted to Philip de Prendergast, eldest son 
of Strongbow's famous companion, Maurice, a large territory near Cork, 
of which Beauver (Bebh Or, the golden rock?) was the chief seat, and 
which included Shandon, Ocorblethan, and the whole or greater part of 
Kerricuirihy. At about the same time, five knights' fees in the same 
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neighbourhood were confirmed by John to Richard de Cogan, to whom 
Fitz Stephen had granted them. (Harris' Ware, ii. 195.) 

" In these estates, as well as in the Lordship of Enniscorthy, and 
Barony of DufFryn, county Wexford, Philip was succeeded by his eldest 
son Gerald. This Gerald was twice married; first to Matilda, daughter 
of Theobald le Botiller, by whom he had a daughter, Maria ; and 
secondly, to a daughter of Richard de Burgo, whose name I have not found, 
by whom he had another daughter, Matilda. To his large estates they 
were co-heirs; and the former married John de Cogan, I>ord Justice of 
Ireland, the latter marrying Maurice de Rochford. Matilda's son and 
heir, Maurice, recovered the advowson of Beauver from the Bishop of 
Cork (see Plea Roll, No. 72, 5 Edw. II.) as appendant to his moiety of 
the manor of Beauver, derived from Gerald de Prendergast, and from 
him the Earls of Kildare inherited. The other half of this manor came 
to Cogan. In 1263, in a suit as to a right to mills on the river Balla- 
chuth or Avonbeg, Maurice Fitz Maurice (Rochford) and John Fitz John 
de Cogan are both called as heirs of Gerald de Prendergast to produce 
his grant of these mills. But, eventually, a new partition of the estates 
on a better principle appears to have been made between the Cogans and 
Rochfords, although the apportionment of the Church patronage was 
apparently not altered ; for the Cogans are found possessed of both 
moieties of this Ballaohuth, Beauver, Shandon, &c., until Robert de 
Cogan granted them to the Earls of Desmond in 1439 (the Geraldines 
being, perhaps, in spite of Sir P. Carew, heirs general of Sir John de 
Cogan), whilst the Rochfords similarly held the entire of the Wexford 
estates, being Lords of Enniscorthy in 1302 (Inquis. 30 Edw. II.), and 
holding the ' Barony of Duffir' in 14 11. (Carew MSS.) 

" This barony of DuiFryn belonged to Maude, the wife of Philip de 
Prendergast. Earl Strongbow gave his daughter, with the office of 
Constable and Standard-bearer of Leinster, to Robert de Quincy, who 
was soon after slain, when these offices were rightly inherited by his 
only child, Maude, who eventually married Philip de Prendergast ; and 
it was his wish to hold them which led Raymond le Gros to quarrel 
with Strongbow. 

" We have much to learn yet as to the pedigree of the Pembroke 
branch of the De Clares. I believe Strongbow to have had more than one 
legitimate child." 

Mr. Prim contributed the following transcript, from a petition to 
the Duke of Ormonde, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in 1663, 
from the Petition Books of the period in the Evidence Chamber of 
Kilkenny Castle ; it was interesting, as bearing on the existence of 
wolves in Ireland in the latter end of the 1 7th century : — 

" The Peticon of | " That yo' Graces pet' through God's assistance 

William CoUowe f and his owne industry hath found a way for the 

destroying the Ravenous Wolfe & other vermin, w'^'' much Annoy his 

ma""" subjects the poor inhabitants of this kingdome, & being desirous to 

improve his tallent he is now lately arived ia this kingdome & purposeth 
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with God's assistants & y' Graces Comission to goe on upon the worke 
with all Expedicbn. May it therefore please yo" Grace to grant yo' ord' 
to y' pet' and his assistants to use all means and to have free Egresse & re- 
gresse in all places in this kingdome for the doeing of the worke above 
menconed. And allsoe that all Justices of the peace, majo", sherriiFs and 
other officers may be required to punish & restraine all persons, or any 
person, that shall use the same way with yo' Graces supl'', until he hath 
perfected his worke in killing the wolves of this kingdome (his way being 
more then ordinary, and never knowne in this Kingdome, allthough it may 
be without much difficulty attained and stollen from yo' pet' he having 
once layd the groundworke), except as shalbe deputated by him, & all- 
soe that Justices within this kingdome shall order such sattisfacon to be 
given yo' Graces pet' for each wolfe destroyed by him & his as in yo' 
Graces wisdome shall thinke fitt: all which he submitts to yo' Grace & de- 
sists 

" Yo' Graces dayly Orator 

" Will. Collowe." 
[Indorsement.] 

" Bublin Castle 29° April 1663. 
" Lett this Peticbn be presented unto us att our next sitting att the 
Councell Board, where the shalbe taken into Consideracon, & such further 
order given thereuppon as shalbe thought fitt. 

" Oemonde." 

The Rev. John O'Hanlon, R. C. C, M.E.I. A., sent the follow- 
ing and concluding contribution to his valuable series of papers, 
descriptive of the materials for the Topography and History of the 
variousCountiesoflreland, collected by the officers of the Ordnance 
Survey of Ireland. The portion now sent related to the Counties 
of Mayo, Galway, and Leitrim : — 

" The Catalogue of the Topographical Collection for Mayo, in the Irish 
Ordnance Survey Office, enumerates these following Eecords: — I. Inqui- 
sitions, 2 vols., part with Koscommon ; Rough Index to ditto. ' II. Names 
from Down Survey (see Connaught volume). III. Extracts, 2 vols.' In- 
dex of Places to Irish part, not arranged.^ IV. Copy of Strafford's Survey 
(MS.), 2 vols., and Index. Common Place Books, Q and R. V. Letters, 
2 vols." VI. Name Books, 142. VII. Parish and Barony Names, 1 vol. 
VIII. Memorandums, 1 vol. IX. Index to Names on Maps, 2 vols. X. 
Ancient Map. XI. County Query Book, 1833. XII. Memoir Papers 
(see detailed list annexed). 

" II. The Names from Down Survey have been alluded to already in 
the Connaught volume, the contents of which have been mentioned. 

" III. The 4to bound volumes of Extracts have References and Indices 
prefixed. Vol. i. contains 375 numbered pages and written; besides ten 

1 These volumes are now preserved ' This Index is now arranged, and 

in the Royal Irish Academy's Library. bound in with both volumes. 

' These volumes are now preserved ■• These volumes are now preserved 

in the Royal Irish Academy's Library. in the Royal Irish Academy's Library. 
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pages of new Index with twenty of an old Index bound up in the middle 
of this volume. It includes Extracts from a MS. of Trinity College, 
H.l. 6 ; from O'Gara MS., R. I. A. ; from O'Clery MS., R. I. A. ; from ' Book 
of Ballymote ;' from an English MS. History of Ireland, R.I. A.; from 
' Leabhar Breac ;' from a MS. of Trinity College, H. 2. 16; from O'Dugan's 
Topographical Poem; from M'Firbis' Pedigrees; from MS. of Trinity 
College, H. 2. 17; from MS. of Trinity College, B. 1. 17; from 'Book of 
Lecan ;' from Poem by M'Pirbis, on the Topography of the Tribe-land of 
Mayo and Sligo ; from ' Annals of the Four Masters ;' from Colgan's ' Acta 
Sanctorum Hibernise' and 'Trias Thaumaturga;' from Betham's 'Irish 
Antiquarian Researches;' from Ussher's 'Primordia;' from O'Flaherty's 
'Ogygia;' from De Burgo's ' Hibernia Dominicana;' from O'Connell's 
' Dictionary,' T. C. D. ; from Lanigan's ' Ecclesiastical History of Ireland ;' 
from Book of Survey and Distribution; from Inquisitions; and from 
Straiford's Survey of the County Mayo. Vol. ii. contains 346 numbered 
and written pages, with nineteen additional pages of Indices. It includes 
Extracts from Archdall's ' Monasticon Hibernicum ;' from 'Annals of the 
Four Masters ;' from Irish Calendar of Saints ; from Colgan's ' Trias Thau- 
maturga' and 'Acta Sanctorum Hibernise ;' from O'Flaherty's 'Ogy- 
gia;' from Lanigan's 'Ecclesiastical History;' from M'Parland's 'Sta- 
tistical Survey;' from Mr. Petrie's Collections; from ' Tour through Con- 
naught in 1779,' under the direction of Right Hon. William Burton; from 
Ussher's 'Primordia;' and from an Inquisition taken at Cong in 1609. 
The foregoing Extracts are in Irish, English, and Latin. Besides, we find in 
this volume tracings of the following Maps at the end, viz. : — 1 . Cl.Ptolemsei 
Geographia Hiberniffi. The remaining eight Maps from the Down Survey 
illustrate these several baronies, viz. : — 2. Burrishoole ; 3. Clonmorris ; 
4. Carrah ; 3. Costello; 6. Erris; 7. Killmaine; 8. Murrisk; 9. Tirawley. 

" IV. The two 4to MS. volumes of Strafford's Survey (copy from 
original inR. I A.), with Index, are found in the uniform style of volumes 
already transferred to the Royal Irish Academy. The first volume is 
neatly written and folio-paged 166. It is preceded by 28 double-columned 
and closely written pages of an Alphabetical Index of Personal Names. 
The second volume contains folio-paging from 1 66 to 322, in a like style 
of writing as in the first. It is followed by 175 pages of a local deno- 
minational Index, in single columns, and with reference to the pages, 
where each townland is named. 

" V. The two quarto MS. volumes of Antiquarian Letters, are 
bound in the uniform style for the Royal Irish Academy. The first 
volume contains 504 numbered and written pages ; besides 42 pages of a 
preceding index. The first is an anonymous fragment or communication 
of 14 pages, and it is without date. The next letter was written by Mr. 
O'Donovan, as were also many other letters that follow. This is the 
series, with dates and address. Ballina, Tirawley, May 12th, 1838 ; do. 
15th, do. 15th, do. 17th, do. 22nd ; Binghamstown, May 30th, do. June 
5th, do. 9th ; Westport, June 23rd, do. 30th, do. 25th, do. 26th, do. 
29th, do. July 3rd, do. 3rd, do. 9th, do. 13th, do. 14th ; in all eighteen 
letters by Mr. O'Donovan. Two letters are dated 21, Great Charles-street, 
Dublin — one of these on the 11th, and the other on the 12th of June, 1838. 
Both were written by George Petrie, Esq. These following letters have 
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been written by Mr. T. O'Conor, and they are severally distinguished. 
Ballina, May 14th, 1838, do. 22nd; Killala, May 30th, do. June 3rd, do. 
5th, do. 7th, do. 8th; Ballyoastle, June 13th, do. 13th, do. 15th; Ballina, 
June 19th, do. 21st, do. 22nd; Foxford, June 23rd, do. 27th, do. 27th, 
do. 29th, do. 30th, do. July 3rd; Swineford, July 9th, do. 10th; Ballagh- 
aderreen, July 13th, do. 14th; Claremorris, July 15th; — in all 24 
letters by Mr. O'Conor. The second volume contains 508 numbered 
and written pages, besides 36 pages of a preceding index. The follow- 
ing letters, as addressed and dated, were written by Mr. O'Donovan, viz.: 
"Westport, July 17th, 1838; Ballinrobe, Friday, July 20th, do. 25th, do. 
27th, do. 29th, do. 31st; do. August 2nd, do. 6th, do. 12th, do. 13th; 
also communications — one dated May 15th, 1841; another is undated; 
while the last is headed, April 13th, 1841. In all, there are thirteen 
letters — many of these have been written at great length by Mr. 
O'Donovan. Mr. Petrie has written one letter, which is headed, 21, 
Great Charles-street, 7th September, 1838. The following letters have 
been written by Mr. T. O'Conor, viz.: Ballyhaunas, July 17th, 1838, do. 
18th; do. Castlebar, July 30th, do. August 1st; do. Ballinrobe, Aug. 
11th, do. 13th, do. 14th, do. 15th, do. 15th, do. 16th, do. 17th, do. 18th; 
do. Tuam, 21st, do. 22nd; do. Mountrath, Dec. 2nd — in all fifteen letters. 
This second volume also contains five Maps, on tracing- paper, viz.: 1. 
Mayo, from Speed's ' Prospect of the most famous parts of the World ;' 
2. Mayo, from Mercator's ' Atlas ;' 3. Mayo, from do. ; 4. Mayo, from 
' Ortelius improved;' 5. Mayo, from Down Survey. The letters, contained 
in these two volumes, are filled with very minute and valuable topo- 
graphical and antiquarian information. 

" VI. The Name Books are 142 in number, as catalogued, and as 
found on counting them. They are similar in shape and contents toothers 
of the series already described. 

" VII. The Parish and Barony Names are found in a thin 4to bound 
volume, of 84 numbered pages, with a list of 29 authorities preceding. 
These are taken from Maps, Surveys, and printed Eecords. As usual. 
Dr. O'Donovan has settled the orthography. Irish names, in the Irish 
characters, with their English translations, are respectively postfixed. 

" VIII. The Memorandums are found in one bound 4to volume of 
fragmentary notes and observations, with map-traces, and some beautiful 
sketches of ancient monuments. This MS. has 374 numbered pages, with 
41 double-columned pages of index preceding. This volume is interest- 
ing, likewise, for local antiquarian research. 

"IX. The two folio bound volumes of Index to Ordnance Survey 
Maps — first A to K, and second, K to Z — resemble all others belonging 
to the same series already described. The first volume contains 99 leaves ; 
the second volume comprises 83 leaves. The local denominations are 
usually found in triple columns. 

"X. The Ancient Map, constructed on a plan precisely similar to that 
of Galway, is of equal value to the antiquary. It may yet help some 
Irish ' Old Mortality' to many a resting-place of the dead, and to the 
old ruins yet existing in Mayo. Nearly all the remarkable ancient fea- 
tures of this county can be identified by means of this Map, so laboriously 
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and carefully constructed by the learned and researchful Dr. O'Donovan. 
As an antiquarian and topographer — 

' He was a man, take him for all in all, 
We ne'er shall look upon his like again.' 

"XI. The County Quaere Book for Summer Assizes of Mayo, 1833, 
is a small 8vo pamphlet of 104 pages, and printed at Castlebar that same 
year. It has reference to County Contracts for road repairs, and for 
various other county charges. It may interest the statistician, hereafter, 
but it is of little antiquarian value, at present. 

''XII. The Catalogue, when alluding to the Memoir Papers for Mayo, 
refers us to the detailed list of such documents. On examination, we 
find nothing but what is contained under the heading, ' Miscellanies re- 
lating to various Counties.' What refers to Mayo is to be found in the 
press, shelf 2, Irish Ordnance Survey Library. 

" There are no distinct antiquarian sketches of ruins for this county. 

" The following heads of subjects are taken from the Catalogue of 
Topographical Collections for Galway in the Irish Ordnance Survey 
Office: — I. Inquisitions, 4 volumes, including part of Leitrim ; Rough 
Index of places,' to do. II. Names from Down Survey, see Connaught 
volume. III. Extracts, 2 volumes ; Rough Index of Places to do.^ 
IV. Letters, 3 volumes.' V. Name Books, 242, and one duplicate book. 
VI, Parish and Barony Names, 1 volume. VII. Memorandums, 2 
volumes. VIII. County Index to Names on Maps, 2 volumes. IX. 
Ancient Map. X. Memoir Papers (see detailed list annexed). XI. 
Sketches of Antiquities, 46*, not including those bound up with the 
letters. 

" I. The Inquisitions for the County have been already described in 
this ' Journal,' vol. ii., new series, 1858, note 2, p. 103. But it must 
be remarked, that the fourth volume of these County Inquisitions, there 
noted as ' Vol. XXIV., Galway and Leiteim Inquisitions,' contains at 
present 129 numbered and written pages — not 192 as there stated. 
Again, the Rough Index has disappeared ; and instead of it we find one 
newly written, consisting of 481 pages of index to the Galway Inquisi- 
tions. Besides these is an index to the two volumes of Galway Extracts. 
These indices are postfixed with the fourth volume. 

" II. The Names from Down Survey relating to this county are found 
in the Connaught volume, which has been already described in connexion 
with the County of Sligo Records. 

" III. The First Volume of Extracts (4to, bound) contains 630 written 
and numbered pages, together with an index of six columns prefixed. 
The second volume contains 647 written and numbered pages. These 
Extracts are taken from Colgan's 'Acta Sanctorum HiberniK;' ' 'J'rias 
Thaumaturga;' Lanigan's 'Ecclesiastical History of Ireland;' Irish Ca- 
lendar; many Notes of George Petrie and Eugene O'Curry; an English 

' These are now preserved in the ' These are now preserved in the 

Royal Irish Aca<lemy's Library. Royal Irish Academy's Library. 

' These are now preserved in the •'These are now preserved in the 

Royal Irish Academy's Library. Ri>val Irish Academy, 
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MS. labelled ' History of Ireland, E. I. A. ;' Giraldus' ' Topographia Hi- 
berniee;' A Latin Valuation of the Diocese of Clonfert; Archdall's ' Peer- 
age;" Hardiman's 'History of Gal way;' Museum Britannicum Bibl. 
Harl. No. 35. 7, fol. 235 b. ; O'Flaherty's 'Ogygia;' Genealogies; 'Liber 
Regalis Visitationis;' Inquisitions; 'Archdall's Monasticon Hibernicum ;' 
'Annals of Four Masters;' 'TheTerritoryofWest or HiarConnaught,' MS., 
T. C. D. ; Copy of a MS. in Trinity College Library, entitled ' History of Gall- 
way,' catalogued I. 4-11.; Table of Baronies and Parishes, MS., T. C. D. ; 
'Tour through Connaughtin 1779,' under the direction of Kt. Honourable 
Wm. Burton; Attttinders, 1696; ' Book of Lismore;' M'Firbis; Irish Poem 
on the Burkes, MS., T.C.D. ; O'Gara MS., K.I. A. ; ' Leabhar Breac;' O'Du- 
gan's Topographical Poem ; ' Book of Lecan ;' '(Book of Ballymote ;' O'Clery 
MS., R.LA.; 'Book of Feenagh;' Irish Poem on Mount Echtge, MS., 
T.C.D., H. 2. 16; Do. H. 3. 18; Vita St Brendani Abbatis et Confessoris, 
Ex ' Codice Kilkenniensi,' Marsh's Library, V. 3. 1. 4. f. 56. These se- 
veral Extracts are in the English, Irish, and Latin languages. 

"IV. The first volume of Antiquarian Letters (4to, bound) contains 
654 numbered and written pages. Besides, there are 36 pages of an 
index prefixed. John O'Donovan wrote the following letters, with places 
and dates thus noted: — Tuam, 24th August 1838, do. 28th, do. 30th, do. 
September 4th, do. 9th, do. 10th, do. 13th, do. 19th, do. 20th, do. 22; 
Galvvay, September 27th, do., do. October 2nd, do. 3rd, do. 6th ; Lough- 
rea, October 10th, do. 11th, do. 11th, do. 21st, do. 23rd, do. 23rd, do. 
24th, do. 25th; — in all twenty-three letters. Many of these letters 
contain rough antiquarian sketches, and some of them are lengthy. 
Thomas O'Conor wrote the following letters — places and dates thus noted: 
Tuam, August 31st, 1838, do. September 3rd, do. 13th, do. 24th; Gal- 
way, September, 27, do. October 3rd.; Loughrea, October 9th, do. 11th, 
do. 15th, do. 16th, do. 19th, do. 21st, do. 22nd, do. 23rd, do. 24th— in all 
fifteen letters. P. O'Keefe writes one letter, dated Loughrea, October, 
23rd. George Petrie wrote from 21, Great Charles- street, Dublin, 31st 
August, 1838, do. 8th September, 1838, do. 14th, do. 26th, do. October 
1st, do. 3rd, do. 25th, do. November 9th, — in all eight letters, which com- 
prise handsomely executed, but rough antiquarian sketches. The second 
volume of Antiquarian Letters contains 631 numbered and written pages, 
with 26 pages of index prefixed. John O'Donovan wrote the following 
letters, with places and dates thus noted: — Loughrea, October 29th, 
1838 ; do. November 1st, do. 3rd, do. 5th, do. 7th; Gort, November 10th; 
Mountrath, November 15th, do. 15th, do. 21st, do. 23rd, do. 23rd; — in all 
eleven letters, including many rough antiquarian sketches. One of 
these is a very lengthy dissertation on the ancient territories of Galway. P. 
O'Keefe wrote the following letters, with places and dates thus noted: — 
Loughrea, November 3rd, 1838, do. 6th, do. 20th; Mountrath, November 
16th ; — in all four letters. George Petrie wrote one letter, dated Dublin, 
21, Great Charles-street, November 12, 1838. Thomas O'Conor wrote 
the following letters, with places and dates thus noted : — Loughrea, 
October 27th, 1838; Gort, November 10th; Mountrath, November 16th, 
do. 17th, do. 18th, do. 19th, do. 23rd;— in all seven letters. The third 
volume of Antiquarian Letters contains 484 numbered and written pages, 
with 25 pages of Index prefixed. John O'Donovan wrote the following 
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letters, with places and dates thus noted: — Gal way, May 29th, 1839; 
Oughterard, May 31st, do. June 5th, do. June 10th; Clifden, June 14th, 
do. 16th; Taylor's Hill, near Galway, 22nd, do. 22nd, do. 22nd, do. 
27th, do. July 3rd, do. 8th, do. 19th, do. 20th, do. 21st, do. 22nd, do. 
27th; do. August 3rd, do 27th ; — in all nineteen letters. One of these 
is an elaborate and a lengthy dissertation on antiquities. Messrs. Wake- 
man and Petrie have illustrated these letters with an incredible number 
of beautiful ink sketches. At the end of the third volume I find the 
following Map Traces: — 1. Province de Connacie divisee en Dynasties 
pour les premiers Siecles du Christianisme, par le S. Robert de Vaugondy 
(1757); 2. Province of Connaught old map; 3. Gallen Barony, from Sir 
William Petty's Map, E. I. A. ; 4. Galway, from Mercator's ' Atlas' (1636), 
two traces; 5. Do., three traces; 6. Do., the Down Survey; 7. Do., Maps 
in Speed's ' Prospect of the most famous parts of the World' (1610); 8. 
Do. in separate baronies from Down Survey; 9. Modern Hand Sketch 
of Galway ; 10. From Norden's ' Map of Ireland' (' State Papers,' R. I. A.) ; 

1 1 . Leinster and Munster, from a map among the ' State Papers,' E. I. A. ; 

12. Do. do. 

" V. The Name Books are numbered 242, with one duplicate in ad- 
dition; and this exactly corresponds with their enumeration. The dupli- 
cate Name Book was written to replace another book, considered as 
erroneously drawn up ; and all of these Name Books exactly correspond in 
external appearance with others of the series already described. 

" VI. The Parish and Barony Name Book is a thin 4to volume of 126 
pages, nearly all of which contain writing, and very valuable antiquarian 
and topographical information, in the well recognised handwriting of the 
late learned Dr. O'Donovan. He has settled the local nomenclature, in 
Irish and English, of the various parishes, and has given many corre- 
sponding illustrative comments throughout this volume. It is preceded 
by a list of 28 authorities for local denominations, selected from different 
Maps, Surveys and other Records. 

" VII. The Memorandums in two 4to bound volumes contain various 
notes, observations, antiquarian drawings, map traces, &c. Many short 
comments will be found in Dr. O'Donovan's handwriting. The first 
volume contains 399 numbered pages, independently of 22 closely- written 
pages, — an index of contents to the fragmentary matter following. The 
second volume comprises 427 numbered pages, together with 23 closely 
written pages of a double-columned index to what follows. For local 
antiquarian and topographical purposes these volumes are interesting and 
useful. 

" VIII. The County Index to Names on Maps is comprised in two thick 
folio bound volumes. The first volume is lettered on the back A to K. 
It contains 123 leaves, written on both sides. The second volume is 
lettered on the back K to Z. It contains 113 leaves, written on both 
sides. The denominations visually run in triple columns; and in form 
and matter these volumes are uniform with others of the same class al- 
ready described. 

"IX. The Ancient Map of Galway was formed with much care and 
labour by Dr. O'Donovan, who erased nearly all the modern names of 
places, from a County Index Map, and afterwards filled, in his own hand- 
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writing, the Irish names in the Irish characters. The Index scale is 
precisely the same as found prefixed to all the County and Townland 
Maps now bound in large-sized square volumes. It need scarcely be ob- 
served that this map is of great interest and value to all engaged in historic 
inquiry, especially with regard to the ancient churches, monuments, and 
territories of this county. 

" X. The Memoir Papers of Galway are of no great importance, but 
they have been already described under the heading Miscellanies re- 
lating to various Counties, as found in the press, shelf 2, Irish Ordnance 
Survey Library. 

"XI. The Sketches of Antiquities for Galway County are as follow: — 
1. Parish — Arran Islands — Arran More. Cromwell's fort. 2. Part of 
wall of Dun Aengus. 3. Tealagh Enda's church. 4. Teampul Benoin. 
5. Teampul Brecan. 6. Teampul Chiarain. 7. East Window of Teampul 
Chiarain. 8. Teampul Mac Duagh. 9- Doorway of Teampul Mac Duagh. 
10. Inish Maan (Middle Isle) Kilcannonagh church. 11. Doorway of 
Kilcannonagh church. 12. Window of Kilcannonagh church. 13. Inish- 
orior, Kilgobnat. 14. St. Kevin's church. 15. Features of St. Kevin's 
church. 16. O'Brien's castle. 17. Parish — Cong. Caislean na Circe, 
Lough Corrib. 18. Doorway of St. Patrick's church, Incha Goile. 19. 
Saints' church. 20. Stone in wall of Saints' church. 21. Stone on Incha 
Goile. 22. Parish — Inishcaltra. Partof a stone cross on Holy Island. 23. 
Ancient stone, with inscriptions. 24. Church and Round Tower on Inish 
Caltra. 25. Parish — Kilcummin, Castle of Aughnanure. 26. Another 
view of it. 27- Window in Aughnanure Castle. 28. Parish — Killannin. 
Church of Killannin, called Teampull beg na neave. 29. Parish — Kil- 
macduagh. Cathedral church and round tower of Kilmacduagh. 30. 
Doorway of the large church of do. 3 1 . Do another sketch. 32. Door- 
way of the Hound Tower of. 33. Chapel of the Virgin at. 34. Win- 
dow in the E. gable of the Virgin's church at. 35. Church of John the 
Baptist at. 36. Windows in. 37- Building N. E. of the Kound Tower. 
38. Parish — Moycullen. Castle of the Two Hags. 39. Parish — Moyrus, 
Ballynahinch castle. 40. Church ofMacDara. 41. Do. — Another sketch 
of it. 42. Old church of Moyrus. 43. Parish — Omey. Ancient stones 
near the church on High Island. 44. Do. — Ancient stones at. 45. 
Crosses on High Island. 46. Parish — Oranmore. Doorway of round 
tower of Roscom. 47. Stone in the church-yard at Eoscom. 

"The Catalogue enumerates the following records, as the Topographical 
collection for the county of Leitriin: viz. — 1. Inquisitions, 2 volumes — 
one volume including Roscommon, and part with Galway, Rough Index 
of Places to do.' 2. Names from Down Survey (see Connaught volume). 
3. Extracts, one volume, with Cavan.* 4. Letters, 1 volume, with Cavan.' 
5. Name Books, 51. 6. Barony and Parish Names, one volume. 7. 

' Now preserved in the Royal Irish Academy's Library. On referring to 

Academy's Library. The Rough Index page 33 of the Catalogue, I find extracts 

of Places to this volume has been used from the British Museum relating to 

to compile a better and later Index, Leitrim. This MS. has been already 

which will now be found attached to the described, 

volume, as preserved in the Academy. ' Now preserved in the Royal Irish 

^ Now preserved in the Royal Irish Academy's Library. 
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Memorandums, one volumt'. 8. County Index to Names on Maps. 9. 
Memoir Papers (see detailed list annexed). 

"I. The Inquisitions for Leitrim County have been already described 
in this 'Journal,' vol. ii,, new series, 1858, note 2, p. 103, and are 
further alluded to, in the papers relating to the county of Roscommon and 
Galway Topographical Collection. 

" II. The Names from Down Survey, relating to this county, are 
found in the Connaught volume, which has been already described in 
connexion with the county of Sligo records. 

" III. The extracts (4to, bound) relating to this county will be found 
with those referring to the county of Cavan. These have been already 
described in the fourth volume, new series, of this ' Journal,' No. 43, 
January, 1864, pp. 21, 26. 

"IV. The Antiquarian Letters (4to, bound) relating to this county 
will be found with those referring to the county of Cavan. These have 
been already described in the fourth volume, new series, of this ' Journal,' 
No. 43, January, 1864, pp. 21, 26. 

"V. The Name Books are 51 in number, as the Catalogue states. In 
shape, size, and plan, they resemble others of the series already described. 

" VI. The Parish and Barony Name Book is a small oblong 4to 
volume of 21 leaves, on each of which Dr. O'Donovan has settled the 
Irish orthography of several parishes, with Latin and English transla- 
tions. He has also added various topographical notes of considerable 
interest. Postfixed to this MS. is a list of authorities for baronies and 
parishes on a large folded sheet. This list is grounded on Maps, Sur- 
veys and Records of various dates to the year 1832. Eighteen authori- 
ties are enumerated. The MS. was compiled in June, 1836. 

" VII. The Book of Memorandums is a thin 4to bound volume of 
only 66 numbered pages. It contains notes, observations, and map 
traces. It has an index of four columns on two pages preceding. 

" VIII. The County Index to Names on Maps is a folio bound volume 
of 64'leaves, on either side of which are pasted slips of triple denomi- 
nations. It resembles all Books of this Series which have been hitherto 
described. 

" IX. On shelf 2 of the Ordnance Survey Library press will be 
found miscellaneous matter relating to Leitrim County. This tract is 
called Statistical Memoir of Union of Manorhamilton. 

It only remains, to close these communications to the pages of the 'Kil- 
kenny and south-east of Ireland Archa;ological Society's Journal.' The 
descriptive papers, furnished by the writer, were intended to give some 
idea regarding the valuable matter already prepared by the Irish Ord- 
nance Survey Department, and which had been originally designed for 
the compilation of Irish County and Parochial Histories. Every true 
lover of our country must lament this design having been placed in 
abeyance, since the period of their collection and to the present time. 
The absurd 'penny wise and pound foolish' policy of every Government, 
called to sway the destinies of our Island, is completely pourtrayed, in 
leaving these valuable MS. materials unused lor purposes of publication. 
Probably several hundreds of thousands have been expended in collecting 
scientific information for the Irish Ordnance Survey. With the excep- 



220 

tion of issuing a most valuable series of accurate maps, nothing more has 
been done. To illustrate these maps in a proper manner, suitable scien- 
tific and local Memoir Papers must be required. A few thousands of 
pounds would effect this object ; more especially, as the matter for it has 
been already collected, classified and arranged. The Ordnance Survey 
Memoir for the Parish of Templemore is a fair specimen of what the com- 
pleted work might be made. The sale of such Memoirs must fully defray 
the cost of publication, within a few years, and without any considerable 
money loss to the public exchequer. With a cherished hope of something 
being yet done in this way, the writer may assert, that he has endea- 
voured to present a complete and consecutive Catalogue, describing those 
valuable MSS., ancient maps, and antiquarian sketches. His humble 
efforts may attract the attention of more learned literary labourers to 
them. Changes have occurred since he first commenced this task, and 
which render the most interesting of these records accessible to the read- 
ing public. Not originally intending to follow this system of communi- 
cation to its natural sequence and conclusion, it may be stated, the eru- 
dite and accomplished Hon. Sec, Eev. James Graves, expressed a desire 
that a work thus casually commenced should be completed. If it 
abound in errors of plan and execution — as the writer will readily admit 
it does — the Members of our Society must accept, as his partial excuse, 
the application only of occasional intervals, with more urgent duties often 
supervening, and inconvenient distances interposed ; these combined 
causes served very much to prevent anything like a perfect unity in 
design, and delayed, to the present number, this closing Paper of a some- 
what lengthened series. 

The following papers were submitted to the Members : — 



AN INQUIRY INTO THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY OF 
ARCHER IN KILKENNY, WITH NOTICES OF OTHER 
FAMILIES OF THE NAME IN IRELAND. 

BY J. H. LAWRENCE-ARCHER, CAPTAIN. 

In certain popular heraldic works the crest assigned to the sur- 
name " Archer," in Ireland, is " a mound azure banded and 
crossed or," whereas there is no instance of the Archers of Kil- 
kenny — probably the earliest of the name settled in this island — 
ever having boi-ne any crest whatever ; and in this respect their 
sculptured coats of arms, throughout that city, form a solitary 
heraldic exception. Even on an armorial " Archer" seal, attached 
to the will of an Archer who lived in the seventeenth century, 
although the shield is surmounted by a helmet, there is no crest, 
and the rotundity and high relief of the helmet may have been 
mistaken for an orb. Be this as it may, on another armorial seal, 



